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Required cookies to perform essential website functions. These cookies are necessary for our websites
to work. Functions include log-in, saving language preferences, performance measurement and
improvement, routing traffic between web servers, detection of the size of the screen, measuring page
load times, improving user experience including relevance, audience measurement, detecting fraud
and abuse, securing our product, personalization essential to the user experience, first party
measurement and analytics of site usage.

These cookies are set by a range of social media services that we have added to the site to enable you
to share our content with your friends and networks. They are capable of tracking your browser across
other sites and building up a profile of your interests. This may impact the content and messages you
see on other websites you visit. If you do not allow these cookies you may not be able to use or see
these sharing tools.

Enable the use of cookies for making advertising more relevant and to support the sourcing of
high-quality content on this site. If you don’t allow this use, then ads shown to you may be less relevant.
Third party analytics cookies to understand how visitors use our websites so we can make them better,
and the third parties can develop and improve their products, which they may use on websites that are
not owned or operated by Microsoft. For example, they're used to gather information about the pages
you visit and how many clicks you need to accomplish a task.

Cookies, device or similar online identifiers (e.g. login-based identifiers, randomly assigned identifiers,
network based identifiers) together with other information (e.g. browser type and information, language,
screen size, supported technologies etc.) can be stored or read on your device to recognise it each
time it connects to an app or to a website, for one or several of the purposes presented here.



Advertising presented to you on this service can be based on limited data, such as the website or app
you are using, your non-precise location, your device type or which content you are (or have been)
interacting with (for example, to limit the number of times an ad is presented to you).

Information about your activity on this service (such as forms you submit, content you look at) can be
stored and combined with other information about you (for example, information from your previous
activity on this service and other websites or apps) or similar users. This is then used to build or
improve a profile about you (that might include possible interests and personal aspects). Your profile
can be used (also later) to present advertising that appears more relevant based on your possible
interests by this and other entities.

Advertising presented to you on this service can be based on your advertising profiles, which can
reflect your activity on this service or other websites or apps (like the forms you submit, content you
look at), possible interests and personal aspects.

Information about your activity on this service (for instance, forms you submit, non-advertising content
you look at) can be stored and combined with other information about you (such as your previous
activity on this service or other websites or apps) or similar users. This is then used to build or improve
a profile about you (which might for example include possible interests and personal aspects). Your
profile can be used (also later) to present content that appears more relevant based on your possible
interests, such as by adapting the order in which content is shown to you, so that it is even easier for
you to find content that matches your interests.

Content presented to you on this service can be based on your content personalisation profiles, which
can reflect your activity on this or other services (for instance, the forms you submit, content you look
at), possible interests and personal aspects. This can for example be used to adapt the order in which
content is shown to you, so that it is even easier for you to find (non-advertising) content that matches
your interests.

Information regarding which advertising is presented to you and how you interact with it can be used to
determine how well an advert has worked for you or other users and whether the goals of the
advertising were reached. For instance, whether you saw an ad, whether you clicked on it, whether it
led you to buy a product or visit a website, etc. This is very helpful to understand the relevance of
advertising campaigns.

Information regarding which content is presented to you and how you interact with it can be used to
determine whether the (non-advertising) content e.g. reached its intended audience and matched your
interests. For instance, whether you read an article, watch a video, listen to a podcast or look at a
product description, how long you spent on this service and the web pages you visit etc. This is very
helpful to understand the relevance of (non-advertising) content that is shown to you.

Reports can be generated based on the combination of data sets (like user profiles, statistics, market
research, analytics data) regarding your interactions and those of other users with advertising or
(non-advertising) content to identify common characteristics (for instance, to determine which target
audiences are more receptive to an ad campaign or to certain contents).

Information about your activity on this service, such as your interaction with ads or content, can be very
helpful to improve products and services and to build new products and services based on user
interactions, the type of audience, etc. This specific purpose does not include the development or
improvement of user profiles and identifiers.

Content presented to you on this service can be based on limited data, such as the website or app you
are using, your non-precise location, your device type, or which content you are (or have been)
interacting with (for example, to limit the number of times a video or an article is presented to you).
With your acceptance, your precise location (within a radius of less than 500 metres) may be used in
support of the purposes explained in this notice.

With your acceptance, certain characteristics specific to your device might be requested and used to
distinguish it from other devices (such as the installed fonts or plugins, the resolution of your screen) in
support of the purposes explained in this notice.

Your data can be used to monitor for and prevent unusual and possibly fraudulent activity (for example,
regarding advertising, ad clicks by bots), and ensure systems and processes work properly and
securely. It can also be used to correct any problems you, the publisher or the advertiser may



encounter in the delivery of content and ads and in your interaction with them.

Certain information (like an IP address or device capabilities) is used to ensure the technical
compatibility of the content or advertising, and to facilitate the transmission of the content or ad to your
device.

Information about your activity on this service may be matched and combined with other information
relating to you and originating from various sources (for instance your activity on a separate online
service, your use of a loyalty card in-store, or your answers to a survey), in support of the purposes
explained in this notice.

In support of the purposes explained in this notice, your device might be considered as likely linked to
other devices that belong to you or your household (for instance because you are logged in to the same
service on both your phone and your computer, or because you may use the same Internet connection
on both devices).

Your device might be distinguished from other devices based on information it automatically sends
when accessing the Internet (for instance, the IP address of your Internet connection or the type of
browser you are using) in support of the purposes exposed in this notice.

The choices you make regarding the purposes and entities listed in this notice are saved and made
available to those entities in the form of digital signals (such as a string of characters). This is
necessary in order to enable both this service and those entities to respect such choices.
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Changes to sickness and disability benefits are on track to begin in early this year © PA

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is preparing to make significant changes © Getty
Images/Science Photo Library RF

Labour’'s much-anticipated reforms to sickness and disability benefits are on track to begin in early
2025. The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is preparing to make significant changes.
Downing Street has offered an update, confirming that the government will launch a consultation in
Spring 2025.

The changes, which are central to Labour’s ‘Get Britain Working Again’ white paper, are part of the
party’s commitment to tackle the current welfare system, which they say fails to promote employment
for people with long-term illnesses and disabilities. Labour plans to reduce welfare spending by £3
billion over the next four years.

Speaking on the issue, the Prime Minister’s spokesperson said: “We have seen a situation this
Government inherited on inactivity, we have seen the situation on the spiralling benefits bill with millions
of people on long-term iliness or disability out of work and not getting the support that they need, and
that is why we are determined to fix this."

READ MORE: Dyson Winter Sale sees AirStraight deal and dust-detecting vacuums with £170 off
“Building on our ‘Get Britain Working’ White Paper, we will be publishing a consultation in the spring on
measures to ensure the system is better supporting people, including young people, to get them into
work and keep them in work.”



The reforms are expected to bring changes to Personal Independence Payments (PIP), including an
increase in the threshold for qualification, which would likely reduce the number of people eligible for
the benefit. The DWP has also hinted at a revamp of the controversial Work Capability Assessment
(WCA), a process used to assess eligibility for benefits. Under the previous Conservative government's
plans, WCA reforms would have made it harder for people to qualify by changing the descriptors used
in assessments.

However, the Treasury has denied that Labour will continue with the same reforms to the WCA,
although they have confirmed that the £3bn in welfare cuts. Campaigners have voiced concerns over
the plans, particularly around the tightening of disability benefits. Louise Rubin, head of policy at
disability charity Scope, commented: “It's good to see a positive vision for supporting disabled people
who want to work, but we know there’s still a huge amount of anxiety about the changes the
government is planning to make to the benefits system.”

She added, “The government is pressing ahead with the previous government’s planned £3bn cuts. But
not everybody can work. Tightening up conditions so that disabled people are forced to look for work
when they are unwell will be disastrous.”

In defence of the reforms, a DWP spokesperson stated: “This government isn’t about sticking plaster
politics. This is an incredibly complex challenge — and we will work closely with charities & leading
organisations, disabled people and people with health conditions to ensure their voices are heard as we
develop our plans.”
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It will be interesting to see what happens when someone in Leinster House speaks out (from
Government or opposition) and says that the row over speaking rights is just a distraction from the real
and important work of the Oireachtas. Or is this impasse just part of the real and important work of the
Oireachtas?

Peter Declan O’Halloran, Belturbet, Co Cavan

A harmful blurring of the lines between government and opposition in the Dail | note that the Dalil
Reform Committee is proposing a compromise over speaking rights. This would mean that the Regional
independent Group (RIG), which includes Michael Lowry, Barry Heneghan and Gillian Toole — who
were part of negotiating the Programme for Government — would still get their speaking time.

In such circumstances, there would be time for them to speak during leaders’ questions and ministers’
guestions.

It seems to me that this would be a sort of add-on time, so it wouldn'’t feed into or eat into the time
already allocated to opposition parties and groups. Essentially, leaders’ questions and ministers’
guestions would be extended to facilitate this group.

However, the opposition is saying that it doesn’t want the RIG to have questions at all during this time.
| have to agree with the opposition on its principle that there is one government, one opposition and
there should be no blurring of lines.

| am left wondering what is likely to happen this week if this fault line remains as divided as it currently
is.

John O’Brien, Clonmel, Co Tipperary

Extending CAO deadline was right thing to do and comes as a relief to many Hats off to the Central
Applications Office (CAQO) for providing an exceptional application closing date of 5pm this Thursday,
February 6, for those impacted by Storm Eowyn. The normal closing date was 5pm on February 1.
CAO closely monitored the unprecedented circumstances that led to power outages and the impact on
those who were unable to submit an application by the closing date. Thus, an exceptional application
facility is now available for those who missed the deadline.

The extension of the closing date came as a great relief to those who were without an internet
connection. For operational reasons, this exceptional facility cannot be extended beyond February 6,



but hopefully full internet facilities will be restored for all applicants well before then.
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